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the land; of the tools, implements and beasts of burden used
for tilling the land; and of the personal effects and money
that are in many cases brought along by the farmers. The
great mass of their possessions, therefore, consists of per-
sonalty. In so far as there is any real property at all, it
is only to an exceedingly slight extent composed of land
values. There is practically no land value. How then, it
may be asked, can taxes be raised in this new community ?
How can the roads be laid out, the schoolhouses be erected,
and the other improvements be effected? Since land values
are non-existent, a tax on zero must be zero. Even if any
land values exist, the total confiscation of them would not
suffice to defray any considerable part of the necessary ex-
penditures. For proof, take any of the assessors9 reports in
the new American states, and it will be found that, contrary
to the conditions of the rest of the country, the assessed per-
sonal property far exceeds in value the total assessed real
estate. For instance, in 1890 personalty was to total realty
in Montana as 58 to 55 millions of dollars, in Wyoming as
20 to 13 millions, in New Mexico as 28 to 15 millions, in
Arizona as 18 to 10 millions. Compare these figures with
the older sections, as New York or Pennsylvania, where the
proportion was as 382 to 3404 millions and 618 to 2042
millions respectively.1 If we are to abolish not only the tax
on personalty, but all that part of the tax on realty which
is not drawn from land values, it can easily be seen how
impossible it would be to carry on government in these sec-
tions. A tax on the land values would be lamentably
inadequate.

What has been said of new communities applies almost
equally well to poor communities, that is, to communities made
up largely or almost entirely of farm lands and of an agricult-
ural population. The " single-taxers " themselves claim that
land values amount to practically nothing in the farming
districts. We shall see below the fallacy in this general

1 These figures are taken from the census reports of 1890. See Abstract
of the Eleventh Census: 1890 (1894), p. 195.